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In Milan, after the death in 1476 of the Duke Galeazzo
Sforza, his Duchess, Bona of Savoy, governed for a time on
behalf of her young son. In 1480, however, her late husband's
brother, Ludovico Sforza (commonly known as UI1 Moro,"
owing to his swarthy complexion), managed to banish her,
placed her twelve-year-old son Gian Galeazzo, on the throne,
and proceeded to govern in his name. And as II Moro failed to
continue the policy of his father and brother in maintaining a
close friendship with Florence, this made a material difference
to Lorenzo the Magnificent in his labours to preserve the
balance of powei in Italy.

In southern Italy in 1480, just after Lorenzo had concluded
his treaty of peace with Naples, Mahomed II, who after his
capture of Constantinople in 1453 had subdued in succession
Servia, Bosnia, Albania, and Greece, proceeded to extend his
conquests to Italy, and attacked and captured Otranto, mas-
sacring the inhabitants. This capture of Otranto by the Turks
created great consternation in Italy, and was a principal in-
ducement to Sixtus IV to conclude the peace with Florence
already noted. Florence agreed to maintain a fleet of fifteen
galleys for employment against the Turks until they should be
expelled from Italy.

For the next four years after his peace with Naples and
the Pope, Lorenzo was continuously occupied in striving to
create a general peace in Italy. Sixtus IV, still endeavouring
to seize upon various states for his nephew Girolamo, kept
Italy in a constant state of war, in which Milan, Venice,
Ferrara, and Naples were all involved; but Lorenzo succeeded
in keeping Florence out of it, though for some time his labours
to bring all states to- peace were without success.

In 148^ Lorenzo's mother, Lucrezia Tornabuoni, died.
She had livsd to see her elder son's triumph over the cruel
enemies who had slain her younger son, and to witness the
former's growing power as "the needle of the Italian com-